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Resolution in Support of Creating Sexual Assault Bystander Resources
WHEREAS, sexual violence on college campuses is a pervasive challenge. During a 27 university-

wide study it was identified that 20,705 out of 87,737 women; 3,458 out of 60,085 men
and 388 out of 1,398 Transgender students surveyed experienced “nonconsensual
sexual contact involving physical force, incapacitation, coercion and absence of
affirmative consent” since enrolled at their university”.

WHEREAS, Bystander intervention is a proven method to alleviate campus sexual violence. In a
multi-college study, students who underwent bystander training were statistically
significantly less likely to be the victim of sexual violence or perpetrate sexual violence?.

WHEREAS, Underreported sexual violence is an even more pervasive challenge. Although the
national average for reporting rape or sexual assault is 27%? this number dramatically
drops to only 20% for sexual assault involving college age women, 18 to 25% In a 2007
study conducted by the National Crime Victim Research and Treatment Center, 102 out
of 286, more than one third, of college age women survived cited “fear of bad
treatment by the criminal justice system” for their lack of reporting®; and

WHEREAS, sexual violence has detrimental effects on a person’s health and wellbeing. People who
are survivors of sexual assault can suffer from symptoms ranging from fear, distrust and

guilt to depression, PTSD or anxiety;® and

WHEREAS, Sexual assault is most likely to occur early in a student’s college career. The 2007
Campus Sexual Assault study discovered “that women who are victimized during college

are most likely to be victimized early on in their college tenure.””
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The Associated Students Government Affairs team has taken deliberate steps to train
our own elected officers in bystander intervention; all officers have undergone CADEC

ROAR training.

The Associated Students of CSU, Chico urges CSU, Chico administrators to financially
support the creation of a comprehensive in-person sexual assault bystander training by
the beginning of the Fall 2017 academic year; and

The Associated Students urges all University Police Department officers to undergo
comprehensive sexual assault sensitivity training; and

The Associated Students commends the administration of CSU, Chico for their support
of confidential advocacy for students who have experienced sexual violence through
renewed support in Safe Place; and

The Associated Students urges that a comprehensive in-person sexual assault bystander
training be mandated for all first year students on CSU, Chico’s campus early in their

first semester; and

The Associated Students will distribute this resolution to the CSU, Chico University
Police Department; CSU, Chico Presidential Advisory Board; CSU, Chico President’s

Cabinet; and the CSU, Chico Title IX Committee.
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